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REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-4, 6-20, 24, 26-44 are pending herein. Claim 6 has been cancelled above, and 
claims 5, 21-23 and 25 have been canceled previously, without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Claims 20, 24 and 26-29 are allowed. 

Claims 4, 18 and 19 are objected to by the Examiner. Objected to claims 4, 18 and 19 
have been amended to incorporate the base claim from which they depend and are therefore 
believed to be in a condition for allowance. 

Claims 7-17 and 41-44 presently depend from currently allowable claim 4 and are 
therefore believed to be in a condition for allowance. 

Claims 1-3 and 30-40 presently require an aluminum-silicon carbide support or a 
zirconium alloy support, neither of which is taught or suggested by the currently cited art. 

Claim reiectioa under 35 USC S 102fb1 in vie w of Furuse et al. 

Claims 30-32, 34 and 40-44 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Furuse et al., JP 405238855 A. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and its supporting 
remarks. Moreover, this rejection is believed to be moot in view of the above amendments. 
Specifically, claims 40-44 presently depend from currently allowable claim 4 and are therefore 
believed to be in a condition for allowance. Claims 30-32 and 34 require an aluminum-sihcon 
carbide support or a zirconium alloy support, neither of wliich is taught or suggested by Furuse et 
al. 

Claim reiectiOD under 35 USC § lOlfal in view of Otsuki 

Claims 30-37 and 40-44 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Otsuki (Pub. No. US 2001/0003271 Al). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and its 
supporting remarks. Moreover, this rejection is believed to be moot in view of the above 
amendments. Specifically, claims 40-44 presently depend from currently allowable claim 4 and 
are therefore believed to be in a condition for allowance. Claims 30-37 require an aluininum- 
silicon carbide support or a zirconium alloy support, neither of which is taught or suggested by 
Otsuki. 
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Claim rejection under 35 TTSr § 1Q2fb^ in view of Sarin 

Claims 30-32, 34-36 and 40-44 are rejected under 35 USC §102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sarin (U.S. Patent No. 5,035,923). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and its 
supporting remarks. Moreover, this rejection is believed to be moot in view of the above 
amendments. Specifically, claims 40-44 presently depend from currently allowable claim 4 and 
are therefore believed to be in a condition for allowance. Clairns 30-32 and 34-36 require an 
aluminum-silicon carbide support or a zirconium alloy support, neither of which is taught or 
suggested by Sarin. 

Ciaim Refections under 35 USC S 103fa> over Otsuki in v iew of CDonneU et al- 

Claims 1-3, 6-17 and 38-44 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Otsuki in view of 0*Donnell et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,613,442). Applicants respectfully 
traverse this rejection and its supporting remarks. Moreover, this rejection is believed to be moot 
in view of the above amendments. Specifically, claims 7-17 and 41-44 presently depend from 
currently allowable claim 4 and are therefore believed to be in a condition for allowance. Claims 
1-3 require a zirconium alloy support, which is neither taught nor suggested by Otsuki or 
O'Donnell et al. Claim 6 has been canceled. 



Claim Rejections under 35 USC 8 I03(a\ over Otsuki 

Claims 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable over Otsuki. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection and its supporting remarks. Moreover, this 
rejection is believed to be moot in view of the above amendments. Specifically, claims 38 and 
39 require an aluminum-silicon carbide support or a zirconium alloy support, neither of which is 
taught or suggested by Otsuki. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants submit that the claims of the present invention are in condition for allowance, 
early notification of which is earnestly solicited. 
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FEES 

The Office is authorized to charge aay fees required to deposit account number 50-1047. 

Respectfully submitted, . 

Attorney for Applicant 
Mayer & Williams, PC 
25 J North Avenue West, Floor 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Tel.: 703-433-0510 
Fax:703-433-2362 

Please continue to direct all correspondence to: 

Applied Materials, Inc. 
P.O. Box 450A 

Santa Clara, CA 95052 

Certificate of Facsimile Transmission 

I hereby certify that this document and any document 
referenced herein is being sent to the United States Patent 
and Trademark office via Facsimile to: 571-273-8300 on 

David B. Bonham , 

(Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence) 

A is^ ^ 

(Signature) 



David B. Bonham 
Registration No. 34,297 
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